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What’s new at The Town Hall? 

   
            Listings and events for the next quarter 

 
 

The Old Town Hall continues to survive with a mixture of arts events, weddings and other celebrations 
that generate an increasing income towards keeping the venture going.  

In 2009 we were approved as a licensed wedding venue and I am pleased to report that we held our first 
licensed wedding here on December 27th 2009. Jason Mellors married 
Danielle in a lovely ceremony held in the Assembly Room, and then 
whilst all the 140 guests enjoyed drinks and speeches downstairs in 
the lobby we rearranged the Assembly Room for the wedding lunch. All 
went very smoothly and with more guests arriving for the evening party, 
everyone was kept very busy, but a very 
enjoyable time was had by all the guests. We 
were very pleased that the event got some 
very positive publicity in the Herts Advertiser 
and we have had a number of enquiries for 

similar weddings as a result.  

We were disappointed that plans we had for some festive events in the Old 
Courtroom - candle-lit carol concerts and other musical and choral 
performances - were unable to be put on as the room was hired out for the 
Book Fair. However we were able to host some choral events in the Assembly Room and we also put on 
Sonicôs  óFestive Magic Showô before the New Year that was very successful.  

Sonic really turned on the magic by sawing people in half and the finale 
was a óHoudiniô trick where he managed to swap places with his 
assistant - who was padlocked into a large wooden box - all in the blink 
of an eye and in full view of the audience. Stunning .... I still canôt really 
believe what I saw!  

Some large corporate organisations have taken advantage of the Old 
Town Hall as a venue for their events. Tescoôs had a themed Christmas 
Party here with a life-size Polar Bear in the snow along with ice 

sculptures that vended shots of iced vodka .... nice! The University Of Hertfordshire once again used the 
OTH as their Graduation Ceremony VIP base, and we hosted the óFestival of Treesô for Herts Wildlife 
Trust where local community groups and schools decorated 50 trees and then auctioned them off. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.starts.org.uk 

 

Arts News & 
Events, St Albans 
 

                                     TOWN HALL EVENTS - EVENT LISTINGS - GETTING INVOLVED ï LOCAL ARTS NEWS 
ARTS REVIEWS ï LOCAL ARTISTS AND GROUPS AND MOREé 
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SKI WEAR SALE 
Saturday 23

rd
 and Sunday 24

th
 January, 10-5pm 

Further details from sales@dmnskiandsportswear.com 

2010 was always the year when we hoped to be able to combine income generating events with a 
regular arts programme, and we are also discussing with St. Albans District Council how we might 
participate in the St Albans Festival during June. At this stage we hope to be hosting some of the events 
centred on the Magna Carta celebrations. We started off earlier this month with óLoss of Innocenceô, a 
small touring exhibition of art by children who are traumatised by living in a war zone, and over the first 
weekend in February we will be hosting the Mayors Art Exhibition to raise monies for his chosen 
charities. We will also be repeating the very successful Open Summer Art Exhibition, although the date is 
yet to be finalised. We have plans for some writers workshops, more theatrical performances and music 
events of all genres. Please keep looking out for details. 

Our two biggest problems at the moment are publicity and volunteers to assist us. We are hoping to be 
able to get a new website up and running very soon, and we are keen to get ourselves up-to-speed with 
ósocial mediaô and really utilise the advantages of Facebook and Twitter, but as ever this is a time-
consuming and expensive business. If anyone is able to offer any help in this respect or in helping out in 
any other way ï simply manning an exhibition for a couple of hours, for example, we would be very 
pleased to talk to you. We also desperately need to be able to advertise our events in and around the 
Old Town Hall but as itôs a listed building, our options for banners and noticeboards are limited. We will 
be putting some proposals to the council shortly that will hopefully enable us to really make a difference 
in this respect and that will also benefit all of the community ï fingers crossed ! 
 

Joel Baillie-Lane 
CEO, STARTS Old Town Hall 

 

 
COMING UP AT THE TOWN HALL 
 
ST. ALBANS MAYOR’S CHARITY ART EXHIBITION 
Saturday 6

th
 Feb 10.30-6pm & Sunday 7

th
 Feb 10.30-4pm (Auction at 3pm) 

On behalf of The Citizen's Advice Bureau and the Council for Voluntary Services. Entry is 
FREE. However, the exhibiting artists will donate 10% of the proceeds from the sale of 
their artwork to the Mayorôs charities. 
Over 25 exhibitors showing a wide range of superb paintings, photographs etc, most of 
which will be available for purchase on sight, with many others being auctioned on Sunday 
afternoon. Further details www.stalbans-art-exhibition.org, email: art-in-
stalbans@live.co.uk or tel: Peter Brown 01582 715548 

 
PINK AND PURPLES ROTARY CLUB ANNIVERSARY EVENT 
20-21 February. The Rotary Club celebrate their important anniversary at the Town Hall. 
 

MUSIC WEEK 
w/c 6

th
 March, more details to follow 

 
THE FLEA MARKET  
Third Sunday of every month 9am – 3pm. Except March when it’s the 2

nd
 Sun. 

The perfect opportunity for you to find individual and unusual treasures: whether itôs a vintage 
dress, beautiful home-wares, handmade jewellery or an original piece of artwork, it is all 
showcased here. Entrance is 20p. The cost to have a stall is £25.00 per day - contact  
Julie OôShea: 07930 312059 or julieoshea@btconnect.com 
 
Keep in touch with what’s coming up at the Town hall via the Facebook group ‘St. Albans 
Town hall events’.  
 
To book the Town Hall for an event, contact Joel Baillie-Lane on 07717 818585 or email 
info@startstownhall.co.uk. 
 
 

mailto:sales@dmnskiandsportswear.com
http://www.stalbans-art-exhibition.org/
mailto:art-in-stalbans@live.co.uk
mailto:art-in-stalbans@live.co.uk
https://webmail.daily.co.uk/src/compose.php?send_to=julieoshea%40btconnect.com
mailto:info@startstownhall.co.uk
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STARTS NEWS 
 

EXCITING TIMES FOR THE ARTS IN ST ALBANS 
 

STARTS Chairman, Richard Brown, tells us of recent developments in the local area and 
the exciting future for the arts. 
 
In the previous issue of the newsletter there were two major developments relevant to 
STARTS, the first being the outcome of the City Vision exercise, the second being the 
attempt to create a new óArts Forumô for the city. These are still the crucial óstoriesô but 
things have moved on. 
 
 

City Vision 
The two proposals have now been merged into one which is still in draft form but which is very likely to 
become the definitive version. We are delighted that the notion of the development of our city as a 
primary regional focus for the arts is still very much on the agenda. The document says: 
 
óThe cityôs active cultural life will be enhanced and diversified to help meet the needs of residents and 
visitors as lifestyles shift and priorities change, establishing St Albans as a cultural hub within the 
region.ô 
 
It also says that the Civic Centre South site ó...represents a valuable opportunity to transform the city 
centre and create an engaging and attractive centre that works, in terms of movement. This will be 
considered in terms of redevelopment or refurbishment potential to create a cultural hub...ô 

 
Amongst the many arts-related proposals are the ones to: 
 

¶ Redevelop a larger art gallery in the city centre, perhaps using an architectural competition to create 
an iconic contemporary building for the city. 

¶ Refurbish or redevelop the Alban Arena with larger capacity to attract national and international acts, 
and marketing a combined offer of theatre and heritage. 

¶ Create a piazza on to which the Alban Arena can front. 
 
Overall, the city vision document seems gratifyingly in tune with the STARTS aims. 
 
Arts Forum 
There is a proposal to create a forum which will óspeak with one voiceô for the arts in St. Albans. The 
process of forum creation is supported by the council but mediated by Leisure Connection. However, 
the message is very much that once the body is formed it will be self-governing. There is the offer of a 
relatively small amount of start-up money from the council but thereafter the forum will have to raise its 
own finance. There will, it seems, be no office and no secretariat unless new funding can be obtained. 
Preliminary meetings have been held and a volunteer steering group has emerged. There is as yet no 
name for the body or a constitution but it has been proposed that the new forum should focus on the 
big picture for arts in St Albans and address gaps in provision. 
 
As might be anticipated, ideas as to what the new organisation might do are not in short supply. 
Improvements in communication, overall organisation of arts provision, extension of social and 
geographical spread, increased availability of studio space are amongst proposals which have been 
mooted.  
 
A Facebook group (óCreate one voice for the arts in St. Albansô) has been formed.  Anyone registered 
with Facebook will be able to access this group and keep an eye on progress. There is to be another 
meeting of the embryonic steering group on the 20

th
 of January (i.e. too late for the outcomes to be 

reported in this newsletter). 
 
What, understandably, remains unclear, is how the new forum will relate to STARTS. Most of the 
ambitions are shared between the two organisations. Indeed we feel that STARTS has made some 
progress but we have also discovered that the lack of a paid person whose job it is to drive the 
organisation forward is a very considerable handicap. It is difficult to recruit and retain volunteers and 
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those who do remain sometimes struggle to keep energy levels up. There is also a difficulty with 
creating a base; offices eat up money. 
 
An obvious answer is to raise money, and it seems that the new forum might have at least one good 
prospect of doing so, but fund-raising is itself a very demanding process. STARTS has been 
reasonably successful in gaining finance for one-off projects but not in securing core funding for 
running the organisation. 
 
As reported in previous editions of this newsletter, the STARTS trustees are part way through a 
process of considering the fundamental role of the organisation. We will, of course, keep a close eye on 
developments concerning the new forum and adjust our plans where it seems appropriate. 
 
         Richard Brown, Chairman, STARTS 
 

 
 

 

  
Editor’s Note 

Welcome to my first newsletter as  
Editor. Itôs great to be working for 
STARTS and I look forward to all 

the wonderful arts ventures and 
events we are going to be able to 
feature in this newsletter this year.  
 
As always, contributions are 
welcome from all arts 
organisations throughout St. 
Albans so do get in touch if you 
would like to feature your events in 
our Listings guide or if youôd like us 
to put the spotlight on a particular 
theatre production or other arts 
event. 
 

We also hope to increase the 
readership so if you know anyone 
who would like to subscribe to this 
free newsletter, ask them to email 
richbrown@ntlworld.com 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue and 
trust that one of the events listed 
here grabs your interest. Thereôs 
certainly plenty to do in this first 
quarter of 2010!   

                             Jeni Peacock 
Jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com 

mailto:richbrown@ntlworld.com
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Updates and News  
 

 
Odeon to Alpha? 

 
One of the most exciting bits of news to come out of St Albans in 2009 was the 
announcement that James Hannaway, of The Rex, Berkhamsted, had reached 
agreement with the owner of The Odeon in London Road to buy the building and 
restore it as a cinema. 
He needs £1 million if he is to exchange contracts - probably in early February- and 
another couple of million after that for total refurbishment.  
Thanks to overwhelming enthusiasm shown by St Albans residents at a packed  
November meeting at The Rex, that first million is almost certainly secured, and the 
long haul is on to find the wherewithal to fund  a cinema for the city to be proud of. 
 

St Albans Civic Society first got involved with saving The Odeon, closed since 1995 with the advent of Jarman 
Fields, when planning bids began to surface for demolition and replacement with flats.   Applications, committee 
decisions, appeals and street campaigns came and went till June 2008, when its fate seemed finally sealed.  Then 
came the credit crunch, the site was put up for sale, and after nearly a year of nail-biting news blackout, no news 
became very good news indeed. 
 
This, in no particular order, is why The Odeon matters. 
 

1. Itôs a landmark building on a gateway route. Restoration here would mean regeneration for the whole area ï 
which sorely needs it. 

2. St Albans has few examples of Art Deco architecture: this is one of them. 
3. Itôs built on the site of The Alpha Picture Palace, the countryôs first purpose-built cinema opened in 1908 by 

Arthur Melbourne-Cooper, the UK film pioneer, whose importance to St Albansô heritage is recognised on 
the continent ï if not by our own District Council.  And in an elegant compliment to this local celebrity, The 
Alpha it may very well become é 

4. We need a cinema and a cinema for everyone with a wide-ranging programme like The Rex. And why not a 
beautiful cinema too? 

 
Find out more about how you can contribute by visiting The Rex website www.therexberkhamsted.com 
 
Various individuals and bodies have already approached the Civic Society with tentative ideas for fund-raising 
events.  Brief outlines and contact details, by letter, please, to James Hannaway, The Rex, Three Close Lane, 
Berkhamsted HP4 2FG and also, in case local Society co-ordination is needed, to me ï 
marionhammant@hotmail.co.uk  or 01727 834113. 

                                                                          Marion Hammant                                                                        
St Albans Civic Society 

 
 

Funny First Mondays  
 

As you know from our last newsletter, Funny First Mondays continues to be a successful monthly 
comedy event albeit now running under its own steam.  

 
Excellent Stand–Up comedy hosted by Mike Manera.  
Come along and enjoy an evening of wit and humour, with different comedians each month guesting  
at: The Waterend Barn, St Peters Street, St Albans AL1 3LE. 
 
Monday 1st February -  Steve Day, Janice Phayre, Catherine Semark, MC Steve N Allen 

Monday 1st March -  Henning Wehn, Inder Manocha plus support acts, MC Steve N Allen 
                                  
The FIRST MONDAY of every month. Doors open at 7pm with comedy from 8pm.  
Admission £5. Ring 01727 863648 or email funnyfirstmondays@yahoo.co.uk for further information. 

http://www.therexberkhamsted.com/
mailto:marionhammant@hotmail.co.uk
https://webmail.daily.co.uk/src/compose.php?send_to=funnyfirstmondays%40yahoo.co.uk


6 

 

Arts Listings for St Albans 

See our list of óVenues and Organisationsô for full details and information on these venues. 
 

 

January 10 
Saturday 21 

 Splitz School of Dance & Drama Presentation 

Day 2009, 3pm and 5pm, The Sandpit Theatre, 

Sandringham School, St Albans, AL4 9NX  

Tickets: £4/£2. Tickets: 01727 370067/ 

admin@sandpittheatre.co.uk 

 
Friday 22 – 30 January 

 Taking Sides – Ronald Harwood -at the Abbey 
theatre, Westminster Lodge, St. Albans 
Tickets: £7 to £10.Box office 01727 857861 or via 

www.abbeytheatre.org.uk 
Was Wilhelm Furtwängler one of the great conductors of the 
twentieth century also a Nazi sympathiser? In 1946 an American 
Major interrogates the great musician to try and find out. Vivid and 
compelling drama in the intimate Abbey Theatre Studio.  

 
Sunday 24 January 

 Jumping Mouse Children’s theatre 2pm at the 
Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, St, Albans 
Tickets: £8 Adults / £6 Concs / Family £25 Family. 

Age: 4+ / Running time: 60 mins. 
Set on a red double-decker, Jumping Mouse is a totally full throttle 
adventure, guaranteed to get you absolutely revved up.  
 

Monday 25 January 
Out of Sight Out of Mind? Coffee Morning, 10am-
1pm at the Apex, Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, 
St, Albans, Free admission 
Put your memories of Hill End hospital, onto the website at this 
community coffee morning. Contact the SAASH Arts Team on 01727 
827667, email Tricia Dibb on outofsight@leisureconnection.co.uk 

 

Until Friday 29 January 

An art exhibition by April Tebbutt at the Trestle 
Arts base, Russet Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ 
April Tebbutt is a young artist who recently graduated from the 
University of Hertfordshire with a BA in Fine Art. Her work explores 
the line between photography and drawing, 

 

Saturday 30th 

 Orchestral concert performed by Amadeus 

Chamber Orchestra, 7.30pm, St Peters Church, St. 

Peters Street, St Albans AL1 3HG.  

Tickets: £12 (full); £9 (concessions); £3 (accompanied 

schoolchildren) available at the door or in advance 

from St Albans TIC Tel: 01727 864511.  
Rossini: Overture: Italian Girl in Algiers; Beethoven: Piano concerto 
no.5 (Emperor);Mendelssohn: Symphony no.4 (Italian)/With Simon 
Thompson (conductor), Jennifer Wigram (leader) and Christopher 
White (piano).  

February 10 
 
Wednesday 3 & Thursday 4 February 

 Moon Fool at the Trestle Arts base, Russet 
Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ, 7.30pm 
An inventive re-imagining of Shakespeareôs A 
Midsummer Nightôs Dream. Tickets: £10 Adults / £8 
Concs / £32 Family. Age: 13+ / Running time: 70 mins. 
Combining original music and playful movement, Moon Fool is the 
fairiesô tale with an amplified twist. 
 

Saturday 6 February 

Choreography Competition 2010, 3pm-6pm at 
The Sandpit Theatre, Sandringham School, St 
Albans, AL4 9NX Tickets: Ã4/Ã2.50 (Under 18ôs). 
An exciting competition of pieces choreographed by the students 
and judged by an independent adjudicator 
 

Wednesday 10 February  

Gym & Dance Display, 7pm at The Sandpit 
Theatre, Sandringham School, St Albans, AL4 9NX 
Tickets: £2.50 Adults, Under 18’s FREE (but MUST 
collect a ticket from Box Office). 
A chance for the students to show the work they have been doing in 
their lessons and at gym club 
 

Wednesday 10 – Friday 12 February and 
Wednesday 17 – Friday 19 February 
Out of Sight Out of Mind? Road Shows, 10am-1pm 
at the Apex, Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, St, 
Albans, Free admission 
The road shows take this project to the wider community where you 
can view the historical images, examples from the workshops and 
performances, as well as a glimpse into the world of the 
conservators. Plus: Shenley Park, The Tea Room and Central 
Library, St. Albans ï both dates TBC. Contact the SAASH Arts Team 
01727 827667, email Tricia Dibb outofsight@leisureconnection.co.uk  

Thursday 11 - 20 February (no performance 

15
th

/16
th

/19
th

 February) 

 Married to the Sea, 8pm nightly (additional 
performance at 6pm on 20

th
 February) at OVO @ 

Sumpter Yard, 32-34 Holywell Hill, St Albans, by OVO. 
Tickets: £10 / £5 concessions ï book online at 
www.ovo.org.uk or on 07807 521436. 
Shona McCarthyôs first full-length play is a warm, funny and 
beautifully evoked portrayal of the decline of Galwayôs old Claddagh 
seafaring community in the 1930s. 

 

Friday 12 February 

Roam 8pm at the Trestle Arts base, Russet 
Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ, by Tom Dale Dance 
Company and DanceDigital. A captivating journey by five 

stunning dancers into a world of swinging sub bass and 
complex percussion. Tickets: £11 Adults / £9 Concs / £36 Family. 
Age: 12+ / Running time: 50 mins 

mailto:370067/%20admin@sandpittheatre.co.uk
mailto:370067/%20admin@sandpittheatre.co.uk
http://www.ovo.org.uk/


7 

 

Saturday 13 February 
Children’s Film Club: Garfield (PG) 2pm at the 
Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, St, Albans AL5 
0JQ. Tickets: £2 per child / Adults: free 

 
Tuesday 16 February  
Explore! Community Event at Trestle Arts base, 
Russet Drive, St. Albans AL5 0JQ, 10am – 4pm 
Your half term, all-access, backstage pass to Trestle Arts Base. This 
year there will be lots of new activities to take part in for both young 
and old. Admission is free. 
 

Thursday 25 February 

 DanceDigital present Emerge at the Trestle 

Arts base, Russet Drive, St. Albans AL5 0JQ 
7.30pm Tickets: £7 Adults / £4 Concs. Age: 11+ / 
Running time: 120 mins 
An eclectic, exploratory evening of dance including exciting new 
work either inspired by or featuring technology. 

 

 St Albans Arts Development Team’s Utter 
Rap, 8pm – midnight at The Horn Reborn, Victoria 
Street, St. Albans  
The Utter Rap DJs return with their accessible Club Night featuring 
the eclectic and electric mix of everything from pop to RônôB ï always 
a wild night. Contact the SAASH Arts Team on:  01727 827667, look 
them up on Facebook or email Grae Wall on:  
grae.wall@leisureconnection.co.uk  www.myspace.com/saasharts 

  
Friday 26 February 

 Hobson's Choice - Harold Brighouse, the 
Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge.  
Tickets: £7 to £10.Box office 01727 857861 or via 
www.abbeytheatre.org.uk 
This well-loved classic North Country comedy tells the story of boot-
shop owner Henry Hobson trying to maintain his social position (and 
his drinking habits) whilst his feisty eldest daughter sets about 
getting herself and her two sisters married off. A funny and moving 

masterpiece set in 1880's Manchester. 

 
Sunday 28 February 

 How Cold My Toes Children’s Theatre at the 
Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, St. Albans AL5 
0JQ, 2pm and 3.30pm 
Tickets: £8 Adults / £6 Concs / £25 Family. Age: 2+ / 

Running time: 50 mins 

Blends together physically comedic storytelling, enchanting live 
music and jaw-dropping modern dance and is the perfect 
introduction to theatre for young audiences! 

 

March 10 
 
Thursday 4 March 

 Doctor Faustus, at the Trestle Arts base, 
Russet Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ, 7.30pm  
Tickets: £10 Adults / £8 Concs / £32 Family. Age: 14+ / 
Running time: 70 mins 
George Perrin, Artistic Director of nabokov and Watford Palace 
Creative Associate, brings a contemporary edge to this compelling 
play. 

 

 

Saturday 6 – Sunday 14 March 

 Gigs around the town, guerrilla gigs and 
workshops at venues throughout the district  
Most events are free. 
Run by St Albans Arts Development Team, this is an annual festival 
week that celebrates the dynamic and eclectic music scene in St 
Albans, with its rich musical history, encompassing everything from 
swinging samba to Jethro Tull. Contact SAASH  01727 827667, 
email Grae Wallgrae.wall@leisureconnection.co.uk Web:  
www.myspace.com/saasharts, www.lemonrock/musiccity 

Thursday 11 March 

 The Hot Dots, at the Trestle Arts base, Russet 
Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ, 8pm 
Tickets: £11 Adults / £9 Concs / £36 Family. Age: 11+ / 
Running time: 50 mins 
Telling the story of two hugely successful vaudeville performers and 
their spectacular fall from grace ñ...clever, funny and poignant.  
 

Saturday 13 March 
Children’s Film Club at the Trestle Arts base, 
Russet Drive, St, Albans AL5 0JQ, Ice Age 2: The 
Meltdown (PG), 2pm.Tickets: £2 per child/Adults free 
 

Sunday 21 March 

 The Night Keeper, Children’s Theatre, 2pm at 
the Trestle Arts base, Russet Drive, St, Albans AL5 
0JQ, 
Tickets: £8 Adults / £6 Concs / £25 Family. Age: 4+ / 
Running time: 45 mins (& meet the puppets session) 
Featuring striking visuals, puppetry, live music and a lot of mess! 

 

Saturday March 13th 

 Tchaikovsky/Dvorak Symphony Concert 
St Albans Symphony Orchestra, (Conductor, James 
Ross) at 7.30pm, St Saviourôs Church, Sandpit Lane: 
£14 and £10 (accomp. children £1,student £5) from 
01727 857422 on the door or via tickets@saso.org.uk. 
St Albans young musician Michael Wigram plays Dvorakôs óCello 
Concerto in a concert of romantic masterworks that includes 
Tchaikovskyôs rousing Fourth Symphony and Rimsky-Korsakovôs 
óMay Nightô overture. 

 
Tuesday 16th – Tuesday 30th March 

 The Elixir of Love, G. Donizetti 
St. Albans Chamber Opera, 7.30pm, Abbey 
Theatre, Westminster Lodge, St. Albans AL1 2DL 
Tickets Tue. to Thu.£16, Fri & Sat £18, 21 & under 
£10.  Box Office 01727 857861 
Donizetti's popular L'elisir d'amore tells of the rivalry between 
penniless Nemorino and swaggering Belcore for the affections of 
well-to-do Adina - until charlatan Dr. Dulcamara arrives selling a 
"love potion".  Moments of true pathos contrast with sparkling 
comedy in this tuneful masterpiece. 
 

Saturday 20th March 

 Handel’s Solomon performed by St Albans 
Bach Choir, 7.30pm at St Albans Cathedral 
Tickets £27, £22, £16 (reserved); £7 (unreserved); 
Tickets will be available approx. 6 weeks before 
concert from Cathedral info desk (tel. 01727 890256) 
One of Handel's finest oratorios, best known for its music for the 
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba. 

mailto:grae.wall@leisureconnection.co.uk
mailto:grae.wall@leisureconnection.co.uk
http://www.myspace.com/saasharts
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1 Feb – 31 Mar 

An art exhibition by Dominic Morton, The 
Trestle, Russet Drive, St Albans AL5 0JQ 
Local artist Dominic Mortonôs exhibition explores the relationship, 
influence and representation of animals in cultural and tribal art. 
 

Thursday 25th – Saturday 27th March 

 The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, at The 
Sandpit Theatre, Sandringham School, St Albans, 
AL4 9NX 7.30pm nightly; 2.30pm on Saturday 27

th 

Ticket s: £8/£6 (Under 18/Over 60), presented by 
Sandringham Lower School. 
 

Tuesday 30th March 

 Spring Concert, 7pm at The Sandpit Theatre, 
Sandringham School, St Albans, AL4 9NX 
Tickets: £2.50/£1.50 
An evening celebrating the musical achievements of the term.
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Community News and 
Opportunities 

 

 
NEW ROOTS 2010 

 
 

The call is out to young musicians under the age of 25 who sing or play traditional based music to enter for New 
Roots 2010. Whether your style is traditional or contemporary folk, roots or world music, whether you perform 
traditional material or write your own, the organisers would like to hear from you.   There are two categories, under 
18 and 18-24. This is the eleventh New Roots event and the standard rises every year. 

 Prizes include performance opportunities at folk festivals, clubs and other events. In the past, festivals have 
included, Towersey, Chippenham, Bideford, Tenterden, Leigh, Sidmouth, St Albans and Whittlesey Straw Bear. At 
folk clubs, opportunities include support slots, featured spots on singersô nights and full bookings. There is no 
overall winner and the aim is to match the opportunities to performers. Further information will be posted on the web 
site www.new-roots.org.uk    

 In 2010, the competition will be judged by Andy Cutting, Jackie Oates, Andy Stafford and Lynne Heraud. 
Performers who want to enter are invited to complete the entry form on the New Roots web site and send it with a 
CD, cassette, or minidisc with up to 15 minutes of their music to Alison Macfarlane, 40 Warwick Road, St Albans, 
Herts AL1 4DL. The closing date is 31 January 2010. 

 Performers short-listed by the judges will be invited to take part in the final, on Sunday April 11 2010, at Trestle 
Arts Base, Russet Drive, St Albans.  For further and more up-to-date information see www.new-roots.org.uk  or 
email Alison.Macfarlane@lineone.net or ring 01727 852111. 

St Albans Arts Development Team (SAASH) 

There are a few events shown in the Listings section run by St Albans Arts Development Team (SAASH), a couple 
of which focus on the former Hill End hospital. We would also like to draw your attention to the Launch of the Out of 
Sight Out of Mind? website. The website documents the history and people associated with Hill End hospital.  If you 
are interested in becoming involved. Contact Tricia on:  01727 827667 or Email Tricia Dibb on:  
outofsight@leisureconnection.co.uk 

In Focus 
MOON FOOL 

 
Our quarterly look at local artists and arts groups, takes a look at Moon Fool, a collaboration between Trestle and 
emerging company Moon Fool. 

 
Moon Fool is an international company of artists whose core members have 
worked with Gardzienice, Song of the Goat and Nofit State Circus. The company 
combines the best of Eastern and Western theatre practices to devise high quality 
music, movement and text based performance. Trestle collaborates with UK and 
international artists to create physical storytelling with diverse cultural expression. 
 
See ‘Moon Fool: ill met by moonlight’, the brand new show at the Arts Base on 
the 3

rd
 & 4

th
 February at 7.30pm, before hitting the road, later that month. It is an 

inventive re-imagining of Shakespeareôs A Midsummer Nightôs Dream and is an 
inventive and visually stunning production. 

 

http://www.new-roots.org.uk/
http://www.new-roots.org.uk/
mailto:Alison.Macfarlane@lineone.net
mailto:outofsight@leisureconnection.co.uk
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Music, live and kicking  
        

It may come as a surprise to some people that you can see a live band almost every day of the week in St. Albans. 
We have a wealth of pubs which regularly host live music nights and a large number of local bands that are playing 

great quality music.  
 
Whether youôre into rock, rhythm and blues, pop, soul, covers or want to hear original 
material, you can get it all here. The following pubs have live bands on regularly and 
we highly recommend trying them out. Specialist music nights óRuby Tuesdayô at the 
White Lion and the jam sessions at the Goat on Wednesdays  pull in a ómusoô crowd 
who wouldnôt turn out week after week for any old rubbish so you can be guaranteed a 
great calibre of music. 
 

Pubs hosting regular live music sessions include: The Blacksmith Arms, Rose and Crown, The White Lion, The 
Robin Hood, The Ratôs Castle, The Peacock, The Mermaid, The Goat, The Boot, The Farmers Boy plus The Horn, 
twice winner of the national music pub of the year award. 

 
We are fortunate to have a great web site www.lemonrock.com run by local boy Mac Maclaren where you can see 
all the upcoming gigs. Use the Search facility to see whatôs happening within 5 miles of where you live to get the full 
listing. Below is an example of the gigs on in St. Albans. 
 

 
 
We asked Lemonrockôs Editor, Mac Maclaren to give us his view of music in St. Albans: 
 
ñI love St Albans. I love the bands which play every week at my favourite pubs, and entertain with top-quality music 
delivered with passion and finesse! 
  
As Editor of Lemonrock Gig Guide, which lists gigs UK-wide, I feel proud to be living at the epicentre of such a 
friendly, welcoming music community. Every week in St Albans, you can find a music event that's free to go to, 
hosted by enthusiastic landlords, and where you can feel a sense of belonging and satisfaction. 
  
St Albans has a rich musical past, including the Zombies, Donovan, Maddy Prior, Mac MacLeod and Argent. 
Current-day chart successes of Friendly Fires, The Subways and Enter Shikari are evidence that this is still the 
place to be for music. 
  
There must be something special that attracts musicians here ï having so many pubs may be one reason. Maybe 
singer songwriters find inspiration from the city's architecture, both majestic and ramshackle, or from the clean 

http://www.lemonrock.com/
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country air and slower pace of life (for the thousands of ex-Londoners who still flock here to live). Whether it's jazz, 
rock, blues, folk or anything else you seek, St Albans has it. If you have never been to a "gig" before, get some 
friends together, do your research on Lemonrock, and be prepared for the best kind of enjoyment in the world!ò 
 

Band in focus: The Kings of Langley 
 
We think it only right, as we have such great talent in St. Albans to showcase one of our 
local bands each issue so you can seek them out and give them your support helping our 
pubs in the meantime. 
 
Playing rock covers with a difference, The Kings of Langley often get asked where in 
Kings Langley they are from. However all of them are from the St. Albans area. They 
coined the name after their first surprise appearance at Kings Langley Services Club 

playing drummer Mattôs 40
th
 birthday party and simply had no name. They had to come up with one quick! 

 
The band have played for around 20 years each in various rock and blues bands with the exception of Mikey on 
vocals whoôs a relative newcomer. They have a clear goal of not being a Dad rock band. They love their music 
funky and fresh and like nothing more than to rock it up.  Hence they play well-known songs that people love to 
listen to and which they love to play. There arenôt many bands out there playing Erasure and The Specials in the 
same set I bet.   
 
Forthcoming gigs: Sat 30th Jan: The Robin Hood, St Albans... Fri 12th Feb: The Rat's Castle, St Albans... Fri 9th 
Apr: The Rat's Castle, St Albans... Sat 24th Apr: The Robin Hood, St Albans 
 

To hear what they sound like go to their website http://www.kingsoflangley.com/hear-us.asp or check out their 

blog here http://blog.kingsoflangley.com  
 
 

To feature a local band in the next issue, email jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com. To list an arts 
event go to our website www.starts.org.uk  and add your event for free in the óWhatôs Onô 
section. 
 

http://www.lemonrock.com/robinhood
http://www.lemonrock.com/ratscastle
http://www.lemonrock.com/ratscastle
http://www.lemonrock.com/robinhood
http://www.kingsoflangley.com/hear-us.asp
http://blog.kingsoflangley.com/
mailto:jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com
http://www.starts.org.uk/
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Venues and Organisations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venues 
 

Town Hall 

St Peters Street 
St Albans 
AL3 5DJ 

01727 867361 
 

The Abbey Theatre  

Westminster Lodge 
Holywell Hill 
St Albans 

www.abbeytheatre.org.uk 
Box Office 01727 857861 

 
The Alban Arena 

Civic Centre 
St Albans 

 www.alban-arena.co.uk 
01727 844488 

 
The Maltings Arts Theatre 

Level 2, The Maltings 
St Albans, AL1 3HL 

www.stalbans.gov.uk/mat 
www.myspace.com/maltings 

Box Office 01727 844222 
 

St Albans Cathedral and Abbey Church 

www.stalbanscathedral.org.uk 
 

Trestle Arts Base 

Russet Drive 
St Albans  AL4 0JQ  
www.trestle.org.uk  

01727 850950 
 

St Albans Tourist Information 

The Town Hall, St Albans AL3 5DJ 
01727 864511 

 
The Sandpit Theatre 

Sandringham School 
The Ridgeway 

St. Albans AL4 9NX 
Box office 01727 370067 
www.sandpittheatre.co.uk 

 

Organisations 
 

Amadeus Chamber Orchestra  
Simont35@ntlworld.com 

 
By George Antique and Craft Centre 

bygeorgecrafts@btinternet.com 
 

Hardynge Choir 
www.stalbans.gov.uk/hardyngechoir 

 
Hertfordshire Philharmonia 

www.hertsphil.org.uk 
 

Hertfordshire Chorus 
www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk 

 
Leisure Connection 

jo.askham@leisureconnection.co.uk 
 

www.leisureinstalbans.co.uk 
 

Realm of music 
www.realmofmusic.com 

01727 846763 
 

St Albans Art Society 
www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk 

 
St Albans Bach Choir 

www.stalbansbachchoir.org.uk 
 

St Albans Chamber Choir 
www.StAlbansChamberChoir.org.uk 

tickets@stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk 
 

St Albans Chamber Opera 
www.stalbanschamberopera.org.uk  

 
St Albans Choral Society 

www.choralsociety.com 
 

St Albans Civic Society 
01727 830521 

 
St Albans Marquetry Group 

01727 850531 
 

St Albans Symphony Orchestra 
www.saso.org.uk 

 
Trestle Theatre Company 

www.trestle.uk.com 
 

Ver Poets 
www.verpoets.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

Contact Venues and Organisations for full programme and details on forthcoming events 

http://www.trestle.org.uk/
mailto:Simont35@ntlworld.com
mailto:jo.askham@leisureconnection.co.uk
http://www.stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk/
mailto:tickets@stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk
http://www.choralsociety.com/

