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What’s new at The Town Hall? 

   
The first weeks of 2010 have been an opportuinity for the OTH to catch up on some outstanding admin. 
In the next couple of weeks we should have our new website up and running – check out  
www.oldtownhallstalbans.co.uk which will give a better appraisal of all the events and hire possibilities 
there are here. This will include a „What‟s On‟ section so that everyone will be able to keep track of all the 
arts activities we are promoting over the coming months. It will also enable people to purchase tickets 
online through a link to a ticketing service.  
 
As well as the regular fairs, including the Sunday Flea Markets, events coming up include:- 
 
Lecture by Robert Adam (Prince Charles‟ favourite architect) - Wed 12th May 
Argentine Tango Dance Workshop – Sun 6th June 
Magna Carta Exhibition – weekend 11-13 June as part of St Albans Festival 
Piano Recitals by Julian Trevelyan and Chantal Osindero – 15th and 17th June 
Sonic’s ‘Magic and Illusion Show’ (incl afternoon Sat Childrens show) – Fri 18th and Sat 19th June 
Artisans Craft Market – Sat 25th and Sun 26th June 
‘Bumps and Babes’ Baby Fair – Sat 3rd July 
Volpone by Ben Jonson – Breakaway Theatre ‘Site Specific’ production  – Mon 5th – Sat 10th July 
 
Events later in the year include ‘The Big Project’ – a showcase for all manner of artistic local talent 
based in, on and around the OTH over the weekend of Sept 18th and 19th. We also have our Open Art 
Exhibition in the last week of September (all comers welcome to exhibit – details to be posted shortly), 
St Albans Chamber Opera at OTH in late October, and an ‘Art Photography’ exhibition in late 
October. We are also in discussions with various artists and promoters about bringing regular comedy 
and music nights to the OTH – details will be announced shortly. 
 

ST. ALBANS FESTIVAL ‘ARTISANS ART AND CRAFT FAIR’ 
Saturday and Sunday 25th and 26th June at the Old Town Hall 
10am – 4pm – free entry 
 
Please get in touch with Joel Baillie-Lane on 07899 665066 if you would like to discuss taking part as an exhibitor – 
we are looking for quality craftspeople to sell and showcase their art at both the artisans craft fair and the Big Project 
later in the year. The artisans craft fair event is being widely marketed as part of the St Albans Festival Publicity. 
 

SONIC’S MAGIC AND ILLUSION SHOW  
Friday 18th, Saturday 19th June at the Old Town Hall, 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 and £7 (concessions). 
Fully staged performances by Sonic (professional magician) which will involve visual 
illusion, magic and trickery. A special children‟s show for under 12‟s will also be 
shown on Saturday at 2pm 
 
Please visit the new website (live shortly) or the usual contact details for 
further information. 

 
Joel Baillie-Lane 

CEO, Old Town Hall 
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STARTS NEWS 
 

EXCITING TIMES FOR THE ARTS IN ST ALBANS 
STARTS Chairman, Richard Brown, reminds us about SACHA and seeks volunteers 
 
I was recently reminded of the origins of STARTS when a young artist and actor, 
relatively new to St. Albans, got in touch. I was able to link her quickly with several 
people who might provide opportunities for collaboration. This brought back memories 
of „SACHA‟. Some readers are perhaps not aware that the St. Albans Creative 
Homeworkers‟ Alliance was the precursor of STARTS.  
 
SACHA was an informal organisation open to anyone in the creative sphere making at 

least part of their income working from home or a single studio. The intention was to reduce 
isolation and to initiate creative links via social gatherings in some of the excellent St. Albans 
hostelries. For a couple of years it worked very well and many long-term liaisons were 
formed, professional and social. Alas, in recent times SACHA has become inoperative, mainly 
because the energies of the organisers were diverted as the bigger and more formal STARTS 
project got underway. 
 
In turn STARTS has recently undergone a decline in promotional activity, a lamentable trend 
which is almost certainly due to the very considerable demands made by the Old Town Hall 
project. It‟s not just the increase in tasks, it‟s also that people move on and are not replaced. 
This drop in personnel puts extra pressure on those who remain and inevitably there is a 
reduction in initiatives. 
 
Having been reminded of the formative process, I thought it might be appropriate to use this 
opportunity to solicit a fresh intake of volunteers. For example, is there anyone who would 
relish the very rewarding, and relatively undemanding, role of reviving SACHA? We would 
also welcome a modest influx onto the STARTS management committee to revitalise the 
process which led, for example, to having a big say in the estimable City Vision project, the 
creation of comedy, jazz and blues events, the promotion of major classical music concerts 
and the running of workshops.  
 
There is also a need for help with the growing number of events being held at the Old Town 
Hall. Many of these are primarily commercial but the intention is to create a healthy income 
stream which will eventually fund the enhancement of the arts. There are, however, recitals, 
exhibitions and the like in the programme and for all events we would welcome assistance. 
Our aim is to build a team of volunteers; energy, enthusiasm and a willingness to tackle a 
wide range of tasks are the main requisite qualifications. It‟s often hard work and unsocial 
hours but we usually succeed in our aim of having fun. 
 
At the time of writing the nature of the relationship between STARTS and the new „Creative 
St. Albans‟ organisation has not been determined but, however that works out, there will 
surely always be a need for voluntary effort.  If you think you can help, please contact me via 
richbrown@ntlworld.com 

         Richard Brown, Chairman, STARTS 
 

 
 

  
Editor’s Note 

Welcome to the Spring edition of 
the STARTS newsletter.  
Thankfully the miserable winter is 
well behind us. We all now have 
every excuse to venture out and 
enjoy St. Albans‟ riches in terms of 
art and culture. 
 
I, myself am looking forward to 
seeing John Bishop‟s comic genius 
at the Arena on Thursday 15 April 

along with some wonderful music 
and art events over the coming 
weeks. 
 
I hope you enjoy this issue and 
some of the events listed here. 
There‟s certainly plenty to do over 
the next few months.   
 

                           Jeni Peacock 
Jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com 

mailto:richbrown@ntlworld.com
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Updates and News  
 

 
Odeon to Alpha: Onwards and Upwards 
 
Well, it looks as if he‟s done it.  If the Herts Advertiser‟s website dated 1 April is to be believed, the sale of the 
former St Albans Odeon to cinema entrepreneur, James Hannaway, has at last gone through.  So ends the first 
stage of a remarkably rocky ride for all those residents of St Albans and beyond who were determined to save this 
landmark Art Deco building from demolition, and have it returned to the city as the beautiful cinema they dreamed it 
could be. 
 
We hadn‟t thought it would be like this.  After the euphoria of the November meeting at The Rex, where hundreds of 
enthusiasts pledged their support for this venture, we sat back a little, quietly confident that everything was in place, 
the backers would do their stuff with the actual purchase of the building, and we could wait to write our cheques 
when the time came for restoration. 
 
But then, emergency!   In February it was revealed that things weren‟t as we‟d assumed, and that if The Odeon was 
not to disappear into a heap of rubble, that £1 million was needed now – from us. 
That in seven weeks sufficient funding was found to exchange is something I still can‟t quite understand.  It took 
energy, generosity and great leaps of faith by people who thought that the scheme was worth supporting. 
 
So what now?  Over the next two years, something like £2.5 million has to be raised to transform the derelict Odeon 
into the splendid Alpha.  We‟ve had enough of financial roller coasters:  we need a comprehensive fundraising 
framework in place – one which involves the St Albans community.  
 
Meanwhile, at street-level, fundraising support for The Alpha has already begun to appear.   On 24/25 April, the 
Farmers Boy pub in London Road, just up the way from the cinema, plays host to a marathon gig – 19 local bands 
in 19 hours.  Entrance is free, but buckets for cash will be in evidence.  Do drop in. 
 
And as part of the St Albans Festival in June, the Civic Society is organising a walk on the subject of Arthur 
Melbourne-Cooper, the St Albans-based UK film pioneer, whose Alpha Picture Palace, the first purpose-built 
cinema in the county, stood on the site now occupied by The Odeon.   The walk will be repeated for Heritage Open 
Days in September.  Full details on www.stalbanscivicsociety.com   
 
 To keep up-to-date with what‟s happening, and find out how you can be involved visit www.allaboutstalbans.com  
where regular updates from James Hannaway are available.  Also for a more expansive view of The Odeon past, 
present and future, have a look at Mary Woodward‟s blog, St Albans Odeon Photos. 
 
The next two years could be – quite exciting!                                                                                                    

                                                                          Marion Hammant                                                                        
St Albans Civic Society 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stalbanscivicsociety.com/
http://www.allaboutstalbans.com/
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Arts Listings for St Albans 

See our list of „Venues and Organisations‟ for full details and information on these venues. 
 

 

April 10 
Monday 12 to Friday 16 April  

 Superfurryanimals, Theatre Arts Holiday 
Course for children aged 4 to 6, Sandringham 
School, 9.45am-12.30pm daily 
Tickets: £125 (discount for siblings) includes t-shirt, 
certificate and photo. Call Liz on 01442 866118 
(liz@besttheatrearts.com) 
A fantastic week of fun - acting, singing dancing and craft - finishing 
in a show for family and friends! 

 
Monday 12 to Friday 16 April  

 The Land that Disco Forgot, Theatre Arts 
Holiday Course for children aged 6 to 16, 
Sandringham School, 10am to 4pm daily 
Tickets: £150 (discounts for siblings) includes t-shirt, 
certificate and souvenir photo. 
A brilliant week of friendship, fun and excitement - acting, singing 
and dancing and creating a new show put on at The SandPit Theatre 
at the end of the week for family and friends.  

 

Wednesday 14 April – 5 June 

 Visual arts event: Seriously...? Exploring 
sincerity in contemporary film and performance, 
Margaret Harvey Gallery, 7 Hatfield Road, St 
Albans, AL1 3RR open Wed to Sat 12.30pm-5.30pm 
Tickets: Free, see www.herts.ac.uk/artsandgalleries 
Focusing on sincere performance and the use of theatrical device in 

artists‟ film this exhibition explores how the value of sincerity is 

reflected and challenged in contemporary art practice. 

 

Saturday 17 April 

Mozart, JS Bach and Haydn, a St. Albans 
Choral Society concert at the Cathedral and Abbey 
Church of St. Albans, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £21/£17/ £13/ £5 unres. On door or in adv. SACS 
Ticket Line 07884 231958, or Info Desk, Chapter Hse, St. 
Albans Cathedral 10.30-4.30pm Mon-Sat (01727) 860780. 
A programme of sacred choral music featuring distinguished 
soloists, Orchestra Nova and St. Albans Choral Society conducted 
by George Vass. Further details www.choralsociety.com 

 
Friday 23 April – 1st May 

 Sweet Panic by Stephen Poliakoff by Company 
of Ten (Studio) at Abbey Theatre, Westminster 
Lodge, St. Albans AL1 2DL 8pm 
Tickets: 01727 857861: www.abbeytheatre.org.uk 
Psychological thriller centered on Clare, a child psychologist, and the 

mother of one of her patients. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 24 April 

Bach and Brahms orchestral concert, St 
Albans Symphony Orchestra (Conductor, James 
Ross), at the Methodist Church, High Street, 
Harpenden, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £12 (accompanied children £1, students £5) from 

01727 857422 or on door.or tickets@saso.org.uk 

Bach‟s Orchestral Suite No. 2 featuring Hattie Webster, SASO‟s 

Principal Flute as soloist, accompanied by the tuneful Second 

Serenade by Brahms, which is famously scored without violins. 

Bach Orchestral Suite  Choral concert, Rossini’s Petite Messe 
Solonnelle, St. Peter’s Church, St. Albans, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £12.50 (£1 children/full-time students, tel: 
0845 658 8982 (local rate). SACC welcomes the Spring with 

Rossini's uplifting Petite Messe and music by Faure, Delius and Finzi 

 Rosencrantz and Guildernstern are Dead by 
Black Ram Theatre Company, Harpenden Public 
Halls, Southdown Road, 7.30pm 
Tickets: £12,Concessions £10. 01582 767525 
Shakespeare‟s most enigmatic duo Rosencrantz and Guilderstern. 

  

Sunday 25 April 
Talk: Christine Walkden – The Life of a Plants 
Woman & Horticulturist, Harpenden Public Halls, 
Southdown Road, 7pm. 
Tickets: £15. Box Office 01582 767525. 
Christine Walkden of BBC television‟s The One Show is both 
informative and entertaining in recounting her life as a leading 
Horticulturist. 

 

Wednesday 28 April 

"A lifetime in Art - though the various stages of 
my career" Professor Ken Howard RA, University 
of Hertfordshire, Prince Edward Hall, Main 
Building, College Lane Campus, Hatfield, AL10 
9AB, 7.30pm. Tickets: £3 (Students: Free) Payable on 
the door. 
Speaker: Professor Ken Howard RA, an award-winning member of 

the Royal Academy of Arts.  For further information about this event 

please visit www.hvaf.org.uk 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:liz@besttheatrearts.com
http://www.herts.ac.uk/artsandgalleries
http://www.choralsociety.com/
http://www.abbeytheatre.org.uk/
http://www.hvaf.org.uk/
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May 10 
 
Wednesday 5 May – Saturday 8 May 

 Artist descending a staircase, by Tom 
Stoppard, OVO @ Pudding Lane, above Rymans, 
29a Chequer Street, St Albans, 8pm 
Tickets: £10 / £5 concessions, 07807 521436, 
www.ovo.org.uk  
Stoppard's seminal radio play is translated to the stage, combining 
all his hallmark wit, insight, style and passion with a twisting plot and 
denouement that are guaranteed to fascinate, thrill and entertain. 

 
Sunday 9th May 
Thai Festival 
Harpenden Public Halls, Southdown Road, 10am-
6pm 
Tickets: Adults £3 in advance £4 on the door, Under 
12s free, senior Citizens £1 on the door. Box Office 
01582 767525. 
The Thai Festival is a spectacular indoor celebration of Thai food, 
handicrafts, traditions and culture presented in a unique style for all 
the family to enjoy.  

 

Wednesday 12 May 
Lecture by Robert Adam (Prince Charles’ favourite 
architect), Old Town Hall, St. Albans 
 
 

Friday 14 May – 22nd May 

 David Copperfield, Company of Ten (Main 
Stage) at Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, St. 
Albans AL1 2DL, 8pm 
Tickets: Tel: 01727 857861 www.abbeytheatre.co.uk 
Adaptation of the Dicken‟s classic that tells the story of David 

Copperfield over three decades. 

 
Friday 22nd May 

 Mozart Requiem, Vaughan Williams Serenade 
to Music, Steve Block Solaris (world premiere) at 
Barbican Hall, Silk Street, London ECY 8DS, 
7.30pm 
Tickets: £24, £19, £15, £9 (concessions). Book 
through www.barbican.org.uk , Hertfordshire Chorus 
Ticketline on 0870 4580445 (24 hour answering 
service), or tickets@hertfordshirechorus.org.uk. 
This concert features Hertfordshire Chorus‟s latest commission, 

Solaris, alongside Mozart‟s great Requiem, and Vaughan Williams‟ 

much-loved Serenade to Music. More info at  

www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk. 

 
June 10 
 
Sunday 6 June 
Argentine Tango Dance Workshop, Old Town Hall, 
St. Albans 

 
 
 

Thursday 10th  June – Saturday 12th June   
Harpenden Beer & Cider Festival at Harpenden 
Public Halls, Southdown Road, Thursday 17.00 – 
22.30, Friday & Saturday 11.00 – 22.30  
Tickets: Thursday  £2, Friday and Saturday £3. Box 
Office 01582 767525. 
Up to 70 real ales plus real ciders and beers from around the World, 
with auctions, team quiz and much more, organised by CAMRA. 

 
Friday 11 – Sunday 13 June 
Magna Carta Exhibition, Old Town Hall, as part of 
St Albans Festival 

 
Friday 11 June – 19th June 

 The Bacchae by Euripides, Company Of Ten 
(Studio), at Abbey Theatre, Westminster Lodge, St. 
Albans AL1 2DL, 8pm 
Tickets: Tel: 01727 857861 www.abbeytheatre.co.uk 
One of the greatest of all Greek tragedies, savage, comic and 
intensely lyrical The Bacchae powerfully dramatises the conflict 

between the emotional and rational sides of the human psyche. 
 
Friday 11th to Thursday 17th June 
St. Albans Festival, all art forms, Various venues 
and times, please see website for more info 
www.stalbansfestival.co.uk 
Tickets: Festival Box Office number 01727 844488 
The Festival fortnight will be crammed with lots of activities for the 

whole family to do and best of all, lots of them are free!  

Saturday 12 June 

 Magna Carta Celebration orchestral concert, 
St. Albans Abbey, 7.30pm 
Sara Johnsson (Soprano), Jeanette Ager (Mezzo Soprano), 
St Albans Chamber Choir (Chorus Master John Gibbons), 
Watford Philharmonic Society (Chorus Master Terry 
Edwards), St Albans Symphony Orchestra (Conductor, 
James Ross). Tickets: £20, £16, £12 and £10 (accompanied 
children £1, students £5) from 01727 857422. 
A musical celebration of Human Rights and Freedoms to 
commemorate the role of  St Albans Abbey in the development of 
Magna Carta 800 years ago, including Copland's Fanfare for the 
Common Man; Howard Hanson's Song of Human Rights and 
Mahler's mighty „Resurrection‟ Symphony for soloists, choir and 
orchestra. 

 
Saturday 12 to Sunday 13 June  

 Imogen de la Bere’s Playing Faustus, OVO @ 
Pudding Lane, above Ryman, 29a Chequer Street, 
St Albans, 5.30pm (12

th
) / 8pm (13

th
) 

Tickets: £10/ £5 concessions, 07807 521436, 
www.ovo.org.uk   
A group of actors, performing Dr Faustus, finds the play ignites 
passions in them that threaten destruction. 

 
Saturday 12th to Saturday 19th June  

Art Sculpture & Crafts Exhibition, Kingsbury 
Barn, Branch Road, St. Michael’s Village, St. 
Albans AL3 4SE, Open Daily 11am- 5pm, 11am-
9pm Thursday.Tickets: Free.  
Collection of works by HVAF Members on sale in a 14th century 
restored barn - painting, ceramics, calligraphy, photography, glass, 
jewellery, pottery, sculpture, textiles & more.  Demonstrations 
throughout the week.  This event is taking place as part of the St. 
Albans Festival.  www.hvaf.org.uk 

http://www.ovo.org.uk/
http://www.abbeytheatre.co.uk/
http://www.barbican.org.uk/
http://www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk/
http://www.abbeytheatre.co.uk/
http://www.stalbansfestival.co.uk/
http://www.ovo.org.uk/


6 

 

 

Sunday 13 June  

 Married to the Sea, 6pm at OVO, Pudding Lane, 
above Rymans, 29a Chequer Street, St Albans 6pm 
Tickets: £10 / £5 concessions, 07807 521436, 
www.ovo.org.uk . 
Shona McCarthy‟s first full-length play is a warm, funny and 
beautifully evoked portrayal of the decline of Galway‟s old Claddagh 
seafaring community in the 1930s. 

 
Tuesday 15 June and Thursday 17th June 
Piano Recitals by Julian Trevelyan and Chantal 
Osindero, Old Town Hall St. Albans 

 
Wednesday 16 June plus 17th, 19th / 20th, 22nd – 
25th June 2010  

 All’s Well that Ends Well, OVO @ Pudding 
Lane, above Ryman, 29a Chequer Street, St 
Albans, 7.45pm 
Tickets: £10/£5 concessions, 07807 521436, 
www.ovo.org.uk . 
A wondrous, bittersweet love story set against the backdrop of the 
Parisian left bank and the Algerian war of the 1950. 

 
Friday 18th, Saturday 19th June  
Sonic’s ‘Magic and Illusion Show’, Old Town Hall, 
St. Albans, 7.30pm 
Tickets £10 and £7 (concessions) from Tourist 
Information Centre.  
Fully staged performances by Sonic (professional magician) which 
will involve visual illusion and magic and trickery. A special children‟s 
show for under 12‟s will also be shown on Saturday at 2pm 
 

Friday 25 June 
Opera Pops event from St. Albans Chamber Opera, 
Butterfly World, Chiswell Green, St. Albans 7.30pm 

Tickets: £22.50 (under cover), £15.00 (outside, 
restricted view) from St. Albans Festival or on 01727 
858307. 
Bring a picnic and enjoy arias and ensembles sung by 4 professional 
singers in this glorious venue - music by Bizet, Puccini, Mozart, 
Verdi etc.  

 
Friday 25th to Saturday 26th June 
St Albans Festival ‘Artisans Art and Craft Fair’ 
Old Town Hall, St. Albans, 10am – 4pm  
Tickets: Free.  
Contact Joel on 665066 if you would like to take part as an exhibitor 
– we are looking for quality craftspeople to sell and showcase their 
art. 

 
Saturday 26 June 

 Durufle Requiem, a St. Albans Choral Society 
concert, St. Peter's Church, St. Peter's St., St. 
Albans, 7.30pm 
Tickets:  £15 (£12 conc.) unreserved; £12 (£10 conc.) 
unreserved. Available at the door or in advance SACS 
Ticket Line 07884 231958. 
A programme of choral music by Edward Elgar, Bob Chilcott and 
including the Requiem by Maurice Duruflé. Mezzo and baritone 
soloists, organ and piano, St. Albans Choral Society conducted by 
George Vass. Further details www.choralsociety.com 

 

 Choral concert ‘Peace’, a St. Albans Chamber 
Choir concert (Conductor John Gibbons), All 
Saints Pastoral Centre, London Colney, 7.30pm 
Tickets:  £12.50 (£1 children/full-time students, tel: 
0845 658 8982(local rate). 

 A rare opportunity to hear The Peaceable Kingdom by Randall 
Thompson and music by Josquin de Prez and John Joubert. 

 
 

http://www.ovo.org.uk/
http://www.ovo.org.uk/
http://www.choralsociety.com/
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Community News and 
Opportunities 
   

 
HVAF - A Call for Artists, Herts Open Studios 2010 (11 
September to 3rd October) 

Herts Visual Arts Forum (HVAF) is once again calling for ALL 
artists, designers and craftspeople, both professional and 
amateur to join HVAF and take part in the County‟s biggest 
annual art event – Herts Open Studios. 

Herts Open Studios runs from 11
th
 September to 3

rd
 October 

2010 and is a unique opportunity for participating artists 
throughout Hertfordshire to open up their studios to the viewing 
public.   

Herts Open Studios provides a great opportunity for members of 
the public to meet local artists, talk about their work, and see first-hand how some of the art work is created. The 
public also have the rare opportunity to purchase art direct from the artists. 

All the information visitors need to plan a trail – artist details, images of art work and directions to each location are 
set out in a full colour brochure which will be in circulation from July to publicise the event. And even better the 
event is free to the public! 

 25,000 copies of this free brochure are printed and can be obtained from libraries, galleries, art shops, tourist 
information offices and theatres, or a copy requested via the website www.hvaf.org.uk.  HVAF artists participating in 
Herts Open Studios also benefit from prominent exposure on the HVAF website and are assisted with promotion via 
HVAF‟s publicity department. 

 Other benefits of HVAF membership include invitations to workshops and lectures from renowned local and 
national artists, social and networking events, and the opportunity to display at seasonal exhibitions around the 
county. Depending on their discipline artists can join one of the many sub-groups within the organisation, from the 
sculpture group to textiles and the newly formed glass group. 

 The closing date for registration is 31 March, and forms for HVAF membership and Open Studios are available to 
download via www.hvaf.org.uk.  For more information call Linda Warminger, Open Studios Coordinator on 07813 
100651. 

 About HVAF 

The Hertfordshire Visual Arts Forum was launched in 1990 as part of Hertfordshire County Council's Arts 
Development Strategy for Hertfordshire. The aim was to give artists a voice within the county, highlight opportunities 
and encourage them to establish professional structures and contacts. 

 An early initiative was HVAF‟s annual Open Studios event. Starting with only 17 studios in 1991, it has become one 
of the county's popular late summer events. There are now regularly 200 artists involved each year throughout 
Hertfordshire. For further details please go to www.hvaf.org.uk. 

 To become a member of HVAF go to: join@hvaf.org.uk. For further information on taking part in Open Studios 
contact the Coordinator on: openstudios@hvaf.org.uk 

 

http://www.hvaf.org.uk/
http://www.hvaf.org.uk/
http://www.hvaf.org.uk/
mailto:join@hvaf.org.uk
mailto:openstudios@hvaf.org.uk
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‘A lifetime in Art - through the various stages of my career’ by Professor Ken Howard, RA 

Herts Visual Arts Forum (HVAF) is delighted to announce that Professor Ken Howard RA, an award-winning 
member of the Royal Academy of Arts and a world-renowned artist, will be speaking at the HVAF‟s next meeting at 
the University of Hertfordshire on Wednesday 28

th
 April 2010. 

Anyone with an interest in the arts is welcome to come and hear one of the country‟s leading artists‟ present 
insights into his distinguished career. 

Professor Howard‟s lecture is entitled „A life time in Art – through the various stages of my career‟.  
Howard explains.  “For me painting is about three things. It is about revelation, communication and celebration. By 
revelation I mean giving people a way of seeing, revealing the world around them in a way they have never seen 
before, opening their eyes… By communication I mean revealing the world with a personal language, speaking 
directly in an instantly recognisable style… My last criterion, celebration, is perhaps more difficult to explain. We all 
suffer in our lives, we lose loved ones, and we suffer illnesses and the stresses and strains of normal life. But I want 
art to raise me above that, when I look at painting I want it to be elevating, I want it to celebrate life whether it be 
human dignity expressed by Velasquez or Cezanne, or the wonders of nature expressed by Corot or Monet. For me 
my main inspiration is light and it is through light that I want to celebrate my world”. 

Venue: University of Hertfordshire UH, Prince Edward Hall, Main Building, College Lane Campus, Hatfield AL10 
9AB. Doors open 7pm, Lecture starts at 7.30pm.   Entrance is free for members of HVAF, £3 for non-members; and 
complimentary for students (who are requested to bring their student ID card with them, please). For more details 
on this event and others run by the organisation visit www.hvaf.org.uk.  

Solaris A Hertfordshire Chorus commission, to be premiered at the Barbican on Saturday 22 May 2010, 

programmed with Mozart Requiem and Vaughan Williams Serenade to Music. 

Steve Block is not new to the world of composing. He has written a number of works for amateur orchestras, choirs 
and operatic societies over the past forty years. He has also written for Hertfordshire Chorus before - those of you 
who are regular attendees at our Christmas concerts will remember his beautiful carol Hodie which we premièred in 
December 2007, and which is also included on our CD On Christmas Night. Steve is also a singer with 
Hertfordshire Chorus. 

Here he talks about his new commission, Solaris, which the choir is rehearsing for its première at London‟s 
Barbican Hall. 

“This year of 2010 marks the 400th anniversary of an extraordinary step forward in scientific understanding. In 1610 
the newly-invented telescope was used by a number of astronomers, including the Englishman Harriot and the 
Italian Galileo, to observe the surface of the Sun more closely than any human had done before. Galileo wrote a 
fascinating series of Letters on Sunspots, in which he argues that these phenomena are indeed on the surface of 
the Sun itself. This seemingly innocent observation caused a furore in the Catholic Church, since it shattered the 
belief that the Sun was created „immaculate‟ by God - the thin end of the theological wedge! 

"The title Solaris is simply derived from sol, the Latin for Sun - hence „solar system‟, „solar wind‟ etc. It represents 
the Sun as a great parent figure, creating a variety of progeny including the phenomena of sunspots, solar flares, 
solar wind and of course aurorae. Solaris combines the science, the myths and the history in a three-part narrative.” 

"Part One (Sunspots) deliberates on the very nature of sunspots, speaking as it were from the surface of the Sun 
itself. In Italian, it is based closely on Galileo‟s original writings. Part Two (The Journey) begins with a massive 
orchestral solar flare as Solaris „reaches out to the blank vastness‟. The Chorus describes the 93 million mile 
journey to the Earth, at the end of which they „seek celestial paths of attraction‟. This is interrupted by the Children‟s 
Chorus with their processional Yoik, calling the solar wind down to them. As Part Three (Aurora) opens, the solar 
wind reaches Earth‟s magnetic field and is drawn down into the polar night - the aurora begins. The lights dance 
and sing through the night in celebration of their parent Solaris. As dawn approaches, the stars begin to shine 
through the great curtains of fading light and the piece draws to a close, suspended „on the edge of eternity‟. 

"Like many composers I enjoy musical references to non-musical things, and love to include them in my works - 
even if they are perhaps indiscernible to most (if not all) listeners. In Solaris, there are three such „secrets‟ that I can 
share. Very near the beginning of the work, there is a short rhythmic motif intoned by the trombones and timpani 
which signifies the date of Galileo‟s observations of sunspots. The motif returns throughout the work. At the climax 

http://www.hvaf.org.uk/
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of the work, where all the multi-layered voices and instruments celebrate the singing and dancing aurora, the violins 
play a gentle melody from the Norwegian composer Grieg‟s Solveig‟s Song (part of the Peer Gynt Suite) - this 
music was used to great effect in Joanna Lumley„s wonderful BBC film “In the Land of the Northern Lights”, which 
inspired me so much during the writing of Solaris. Finally, in the closing section I wanted to represent the stars 
shining through the fading aurora. I could not resist tracing the shapes of two well-known constellations, the Plough 
and the W-shaped Cassiopeia, onto a music stave and transcribing the stars into musical notes. These appear in 
the synthesiser and glockenspiel.”      Steve Block, composer of Solaris. 

In Focus   KAREN DAVIES STAINED GLASS www.karendaviesstainedglass.co.uk 

Karen Davies lives and works in rural Hertfordshire. She began 
designing and making stained glass 20 years ago when she took a 
course to learn how to repair the stained glass in her “new” 
Edwardian home. After becoming more and more interested in the 
craft, undertaking many more courses, she was soon making 
windows for friends and neighbours.  So it was almost by accident 
that she found a thriving business on her hands.   Private 
commissions led to public ones and Karen won the Hertfordshire Art 
in the Workplace award in 2001 for the large millennium window of a 
local school, which she made on site as the artist-in-residence. 
 
Karen employs both traditional leading and glass painting and firing 
techniques, using her kiln. She also practises the copper-foiling 

methods devised by Tiffany for his windows.  A substantial part of Karen‟s work 
involves repairing damaged original stained glass.  She often works with building 
developers, ensuring that new, beautiful leaded light windows are installed into 
traditional buildings – enhancing the appearance of the local area. Karen leads 
teaching sessions, either in groups or individually, for those interested in  pursuing their 
interest in stained glass.  
 
Several years ago, Karen started making a range of glass decorative items: for 
example mirrors, hearts, angels and tealight holders as well as Christmas items such 
as stars, trees and robins.   These are popular and form an increasingly large part of 
her business.  As well as exhibiting at shows and fairs, Karen sells directly to high class 
galleries and gift shops.  
 
Karen tries to use very beautiful glass in her products, sometimes even incorporating antique glass.  Every stage of 
the production process is done by hand and each piece is quite unique.  Further info www.karendaviesglass.co.uk 
or email davieskharpenden@hotmail.com. 
 
 
BEST THEATRE ARTS - MAKING HOLIDAYS SPECIAL FOR CHILDREN - www.besttheatrearts.com 
  
Every spring and summer holiday, children aged 4 to 16 descend on Best's holiday theatre academies to invent 
totally unique shows during a week of acting, singing and dancing - and this Spring it's 'The Land that Disco 
Forgot!" 
  
"Our formula is simple and effective and ensures that every student has plenty to do" says Annette Holland, Best's 
co-founder. "For 6 to 16 year olds we start with a title and some ideas about what might happen but then the 
children help us to write the dialogue, fix the plot and tell the story. The shows at the end of each week are always 
bursting with energy because the children feel such ownership - but most important is the fun they have getting 
there, building confidence and friendships as they go." 
  
“Some children come year after year - in fact Best had an amazing 80% rebooking rate last year - and for many it is 
the highlight of their hols! Every student gets a t-shirt, certificate and souvenir photo too. 
  
"It's a challenge constantly to come up with fresh new ideas, but it's so much better than doing something 
like 'Annie' or 'Oliver' where only a few kids get loads to do and the rest twiddle their thumbs," says Annette. "100% 
rated their experience 'excellent' (83%) or 'good' (17%) last year so we must be doing something right." 
  
There are also brilliant week courses for younger children aged 4 to 6. "For them we include a craft element too - it's 
a lovely week. This spring they'll be meeting the Superfurryanimals."    
To find out more call Best on 01727 759634 (bestarts@aol.com) or go to www.besttheatrearts.com 

http://www.karendaviesglass.co.uk/
http://www.besttheatrearts.com/
mailto:bestarts@aol.com
http://www.besttheatrearts.com/
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LOCAL ARTIST, JACKIE GRISLEY SWA 
 
Jackie Grisley SWA is a contemporary 
coastal watercolour painter. Her inspiration 
comes from painting the great British coast. 
She is entirely self-taught and has a love 
and reputation for painting atmospheric and 
dramatic seascapes and skies. She exhibits 
in various galleries and her works are in 
private international collections. In 2005 she 
was honoured to be invited to become a 
Member of The Society of Women Artists 
and has acted on its Council. The historical SWA represents some of the finest women artists of the day. As well as 
her usual range of painting sizes, Jackie is currently producing some small original watercolours which can all be 
seen and purchased directly via her website www.jackiegrisley.co.uk. She will be exhibiting with the SWA annual 
exhibition at the prestigious Mall Galleries, The Mall (near Trafalgar Sq), London SW1 - 1st July - 10th July 2010.  
 
Works can also be seen at Ashwell Gallery, Dixies Barn, High Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts SG7 5NT.  Fine Art 
UK, 36 The Homend, Ledbury HR8 1BT. Regatta Fine Art Gallery, Shirehall Plain, Holt, Norfolk NR25 6HT 
www.society-women-artists.org.uk  
 

 

Music, live and kicking  
        

Following on from our last issue, a reminder of the great pubs hosting regular live music nights.  
 
Pubs include: The Blacksmith Arms, Rose and Crown, The White Lion, The Robin Hood, The Rat‟s Castle, The 
Peacock, The Mermaid, The Goat, The Boot, The Farmers Boy plus The Horn, twice winner of the national music 
pub of the year award. 

 
Check out www.lemonrock.com to see all the upcoming gigs. Use the Search facility to see what‟s happening within 
5 miles of where you live to get the full listing.  
 

Band in focus: Deaf Shepherd 
 
 A mix of covers from one of St Albans' finest rock bands. Great renditions of early 
Fleetwood Mac, Jethro Tull and other 60's 70's 80's 90's through to popular covers 
of current day songs. The sheps are: Steve Townsend- electric guitar, bass and 
vocals, Gavin Attwell- bass guitar, guitar and vocals, Dave Lewis- drums and 
percussion. 
 
Forthcoming gigs Sat 10th Apr: The Rose & Crown, St Albans... Sat 17th Apr: the 
Royston Club, St Albans... Sun 18th Apr: The White Lion, St Albans 
 
To hear what they sound like go to www.lemonrock.com/deafshepherd  

 
 

To feature a local band in the next issue, email jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com. To list an arts 
event go to our website www.starts.org.uk  and add your event for free in the „What‟s On‟ 
section. 
 

http://www.jackiegrisley.co.uk/
http://www.society-women-artists.org.uk/
http://www.lemonrock.com/
http://www.lemonrock.com/roseandcrown
http://www.lemonrock.com/roystonclub
http://www.lemonrock.com/roystonclub
http://www.lemonrock.com/whitelion
http://www.lemonrock.com/deafshepherd
mailto:jenipeacock_2@hotmail.com
http://www.starts.org.uk/
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Venues and Organisations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venues 
 

Town Hall 

St Peters Street 
St Albans 
AL3 5DJ 

01727 867361 
 

The Abbey Theatre  

Westminster Lodge 
Holywell Hill 
St Albans 

www.abbeytheatre.org.uk 
Box Office 01727 857861 

 
The Alban Arena 

Civic Centre 
St Albans 

 www.alban-arena.co.uk 
01727 844488 

 
The Maltings Arts Theatre 

Level 2, The Maltings 
St Albans, AL1 3HL 

www.stalbans.gov.uk/mat 
www.myspace.com/maltings 

Box Office 01727 844222 
 

St Albans Cathedral and Abbey Church 

www.stalbanscathedral.org.uk 
 

Trestle Arts Base 

Russet Drive 
St Albans  AL4 0JQ  
www.trestle.org.uk  

01727 850950 
 

St Albans Tourist Information 

The Town Hall, St Albans AL3 5DJ 
01727 864511 

 
The Sandpit Theatre 

Sandringham School 
The Ridgeway 

St. Albans AL4 9NX 
Box office 01727 370067 
www.sandpittheatre.co.uk 

 
Harpenden Public Halls 

Southdown Road 
Harpenden AL5 1PD 

Box office: 01582 767525 
 

UH Galleries 

www.go.herts.ac.uk/uhgalleries 
01707 284290 

Organisations 
 

Amadeus Chamber Orchestra  
Simont35@ntlworld.com 

 
By George Antique and Craft Centre 

bygeorgecrafts@btinternet.com 
 

Hardynge Choir 
www.stalbans.gov.uk/hardyngechoir 

 
Hertfordshire Philharmonia 

www.hertsphil.org.uk 
 

Hertfordshire Chorus 
www.hertfordshirechorus.org.uk 

 
HVAF Herts Visual Arts Forum 

hvaf.org.uk 07813 100651 
 

Leisure Connection 
jo.askham@leisureconnection.co.uk 

 
www.leisureinstalbans.co.uk 

 
Realm of music 

www.realmofmusic.com 
01727 846763 

 
St Albans Art Society 

www.stalbans-artsociety.org.uk 
 

St Albans Bach Choir 
www.stalbansbachchoir.org.uk 

 
St Albans Chamber Choir 

www.StAlbansChamberChoir.org.uk 
tickets@stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk 

 
St Albans Chamber Opera 

www.stalbanschamberopera.org.uk  
 

St Albans Choral Society 
www.choralsociety.com 

 
St Albans Civic Society 

01727 830521 
 

St Albans Marquetry Group 
01727 850531 

 
St Albans Symphony Orchestra 

www.saso.org.uk 
 

Trestle Theatre Company 
www.trestle.uk.com 

 
Ver Poets 

www.verpoets.org.uk 
 

 

 

Contact Venues and Organisations for full programme and details on forthcoming events 

http://www.trestle.org.uk/
http://www.go.herts.ac.uk/uhgalleries
mailto:Simont35@ntlworld.com
mailto:jo.askham@leisureconnection.co.uk
http://www.stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk/
mailto:tickets@stalbanschamberchoir.org.uk
http://www.choralsociety.com/

